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The Church is continually filled
with new beginnings. In fact, every
single day, we are given the
opportunity to begin a-new by way
of repentance and a re-kindled
desire for Christ. There is never a
moment when we are hindered
from the way of repentance.
Repentance from the heart then
breeds inspiration. Inspiration will
then always breed hope, “and
hope does not disappoint.” Let us
therefore, seek daily the re-
inspiration in our daily lives to be
united to Christ our true God. In
the Church, this way of salvation
has been gifted to us. In love, Fr.
Ambrose    
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ON RAISING CHILDREN
“The love of husband and wife is the force that welds society together. Men will take up arms and
even sacrifice their lives for the sake of this love. St. Paul would not speak so earnestly about this
subject without serious reason; why else would he say, “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to
the Lord?” Because when harmony prevails, the children are raised well, the household is kept in
order, and neighbors, friends, and relatives praise the result. Great benefits, both of families and
states, are thus produced. When it is otherwise, however, everything is thrown into confusion and
turned upside-down.”
+ St. John Chrysostom, Homily 20, Homilies on Ephesians

“When your children are still small, you have to help them understand what is good. That is the
deepest meaning of life.”
+ Elder Paisios

“Whoever will not love his enemies cannot know the Lord and the sweetness of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit teaches us to love our enemies in such way that we pity their souls as if they were
our own children.”
+ St. Silouan the Athonite, Wisdom from Mount Athos: The Writings of Staretz Silouan, 1866-
1938, I.11

“In children we have a great charge committed to us. Let us bestow great care upon them, and do
everything that the Evil One may not rob us of them. But now our practice is the reverse of this.
We take all care indeed to have our farm in good order, and to commit it to faithful manager, we
look out for it an ass-driver, and muleteer, and bailiff, and a clever accomptant. But we do not look
out for what is much more important, for a person to whom we may commit our son as the
guardian of his morals, though this is a possession much more valuable than all others. It is for him
indeed that we take such care of our estate. We take care of our possessions for our children, but of
the children themselves we take no care at all. Form the soul of thy son aright, and all the rest will
be added hereafter.”
— St. John Chrysostom, Homilies on 1 Timothy, Homily 9.

“What saves and makes for good children is the life of the parents in the home. The parents need
to devote themselves to the love of God. They need to become saints in their relations to their
children through their mildness, patience, and love. They need to make a new start every day, with
a fresh outlook, renewed enthusiasm and love for their children. And the joy that will come to
them, the holiness that will visit them, will shower grace on their children. Generally the parents
are to blame for the bad behavior of the children. And their behavior is not improved by
reprimands, disciplining, or strictness. If the parents do not pursue a life of holiness and if they
don’t engage in spiritual struggle, they make great mistakes and transmit the faults they have
within them. If the parents do not live a holy life and do not display love towards each other, the
devil torments the parents with the reactions of the children. Love, harmony and understanding
between parents are what are required for the children. This provides a great sense of security and
certainty.”
— St. Porphyrios

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003DXAB64/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B003DXAB64&linkCode=as2&tag=orthchurquot-20&linkId=YZYSOOWV5KO4PB5D
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0913836176/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0913836176&linkCode=as2&tag=orthchurquot-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0913836176/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0913836176&linkCode=as2&tag=orthchurquot-20
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